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Rochester, and that' she meant, to send a parcel to 
mother by them. 

" Toward spring I received a letter from my mother 
asking me to come home for a little. ' She said 
father haid sprained his ankle so that he could not 
get about, and that he wanted to see me. She added 
that she did not know what she should have done 
only for Mary Winder, a young lady who had been 
visiting her, and had stayed to help. 

' " ' Mary Winder ! ' I said to myself, and then my 
heart gave a great jump, for I remembered that Pen- 
elope's middle name was Mary. It seemed very un- 
likely that Penelope should be staying with mother, 
and yet I felt sure that I should find her there. So I 
did. 

" I found my father looking older and more feeble 
than I had ever seen him. His ankle was better, so 
that he could go about the house, and he sometimes 
got as far as the barn; but he had been obliged to 
leave a great deal to James White, his hired man, 
and things soon showed the difference. I had not 
been in the house half an hour before I heard the 
praises of Mary Winder sounded by both father and 
mother. 

" ' She says she saw a good deak of you at Aunt 
Abbey's ! ' said my mother. 

. " ' Oh, yes ! ' I answered ; 'she stayed there most of 
the time. Aunt Abbey thinks the world of her. 
Where is she ? ' 

"'She is over at Widow Brown's, sitting with 
Emma ! ' answered mother. ' You know the poor 
child has been in a decline this long time. Somehow 
she has taken to Mary and feels as if she must have 
her every day.' 

" ' Suppose, you go over and bring her home, 
AbnerJ'said my father: 'it will be quite dark, and 
the road is rather lonesome.' 

" I fancied "my father looked at me with a curious 
questioning expression aS he spoke, and a dim won- 
der crossed my mind as to whether he suspected any- 
thing ; but I dismissed it at once, remembering the 
letter Aunt Abbey had showed me. ' It can't be ! ' I 
thought ; 'he would not have her on the place an 
hour.' 

" ' How did Miss Winder come here } ' 1 asked, as 
mother followed me out to the door. 

" • Oh, she came up td Rochester with a family from 
Vermont, and -then came over here to bring me a 
parcel from Abbey. So, of course, I asked her to stay 
and make a visit. I had a piece in the loom which 
Jane Pratt. had just drawn in when she was. taken 
sick, and nothing would do but Mary must finish it. 
She does beat all for weaving that ever I saw. Then 
your, father sprained his ankle, and I wasn't very 
well, so she' stayed on and I don't know what I shall 
do when she goes away.* I wish we could keep her 
always ! ' :" 

" ' Father seems to like her, too ! ' said I, my heart 
echoing the wish. 

" ' He does. I never saw him take so to any one. 
He said yesterday that if we ever had a daughter-in- 
law he hoped she would be just like Mary.' 

" Well, I went after Penelope and brought her 
home, and many a pleasant walk we had afterward, 
along thatsame lonesorrie cross-road. It was rather 
hard work for me to learn to call her Mary — " 

" Yes, you used to scare m€ half to death, saying 
Pen ! " interrupted my mother. " I had to tell father 
it was a nickname Aunt Abbey gave me. Oh dear !. 
I'm afraid we said and did a good many things that 
wouldn't bear examination. I have always felt 
ashamed of the whole performance." 
* "Marrying me included, I suppose. Well; matters 
went on so for some weeks. I took hold of the farm- 
work, and soon got things into shape again. I went 
down to Commencement and graduated, and then 
came back to take hold of the harvesting. I had 
quite made up my mind by that time to be a farmer. 

" When the heft of the. harvest-work and cheese- 
making was over, Penelope proposed to my mother 
that she should draw in a piece of fine linen, for 
which the yarn was ready. When she came to ex- 
amine the loom, she found the harness in need of re- 
pair, and as making harness is best done by two pair 
of hands, she asked me to help her." 

" I don't know what the harness is ! " said I. 

"Well, it is the system of strings in a loom, by 
which the threads of the warp are alternately raised 
and depressed so as to allow the passage of the shut- 
tle. These strings are knotted in a peculiar and 
somewhat intricate manner. We were engaged in 
this process when my father passed through the 



" * That's right, Mary ! ' said he. ' Harness him up 
tight ! ' 

" ' She has done that already ! ' said I, speaking 
without thought. 

Mary looked scared, 

" 'So much'the better!' said my father. 'I hope 
you will both go as well in double as you do in single 
harness.' So saying, he went into the next room and 
shut the door. 

" ' I wonder whether my father suspects anything ? ' 
said I. Mary looked very grave, and I had to repeat 
the question before she answered. 

" ' I don't know whether he does or not ; but one 
thing I know, Abner: I shall not go on in this way 
any longer. It is a shame to deceive him and your 
mother as we are doing. I have felt uneasy this long 
time, and now I have made up my mind I shall tell 
him the truth this very day.' 

" ' And suppose he orders you out of the house .' ' 
said I. 

" ' Then I must go ! ' 

" ' And forbid me ever to see or speak to you again ! ' 

" 'Then we must wait. Anyhow, Abner, we never 
can expect or- pray for a blessing while we go on in 
this way.' 

" Well, we argued the matter back and forth. I did 
not feel easy myself, for I was brought up to think a 
lie the meanest of all things. Finally it was agreed 
that we should explain matters that very evening, 
only I insisted, on taking the task on myself 

" So we did. After prayers that night, I told father 
and mother that Mary and I were engaged, and only 
waited for their consent. 

"'All right!' answered my father. ' T couldn't 
wish for a better daughter than Mary, and I'm sure 
mother will say the same.' 

" ' Yes, indeed ! ' said mother, wiping her eyes. ' I 
have hoped all along that it would be so.' 

" Mary was now very pale, but she spoke out quite 
clear and steadily : 

" ' I'm afraid you won't say so when you know all 
about it. Uncle Nathan !' 

" Mother started at these words and turned as pale 
as Mary herself, but father only said quietly — 'Why 
not .? ' 

." Mary went on, and told the story in as few words 
as possible. When she had finished there was a 
silence like death for a minute or two. I literally 
dared not look at either father or mother. Presently 
my father spoke : 

"'Mary and Abner — do you think that your 
father is so blind that he can not see a hole through 
a ladder?' 

"Neither of us answered, but there was something 
in his tone which seemed to lift a weight off my heart. 
Father went on : 

" ' I began to guess the secret before Mary had been 
in the house three days, and then an accident made 
me certain. I happened to want some papers which 
I had put in the cupboard in Mary's room. She was 
out with mother. When I opened the cupboard, the 
.first thing I saw was a little Latin bible. I knew it 
in a minute, even without the writing on the fly-leaf 
It was one I had given to Abner on the very last 
birthday we spent together. I'm not good at de- 
scribing my feehngs,' said my father, in a trembling 
voice ; ,' but as I opened the book it seemed as if my 
brother's face looked out from the leaves at me. I 
put it .into my pocket and went out in the woods 
to the potashery. I stayed there the whole day, and 
children, if ever any man had a hand-to-hand fight 
with the devil, I did that day. But I wasn't left alone 
as I deserved, and I gained the victory. That very 
night, coming home, I sprained my ankle. At first I 
thought I would tell Mary directly, but then I said to 
myself, "The child has come here to see if she can't 
coax me iround. I'll let her work it out her own 
way." 

"'When Abner came home, it didn't need a col- 
lege education to see how the land lay. I didn't teli 
mother. I thought the brewing would work itself 
clear if it was let alone, and so it has. Only, children,' 
added my father, impressively, ' I hope we have done 
with concealments and secrets. They are edge-tools 
not safe to play with. They made all the trouble in 
the first place. However, we won't talk about that,' 
he said, glancing at mother. ' It turned out for the 
best as far as I was concerned.' 

"Well,* that's about all there is to tell. Father 
gave me a farm next his own, and built us a nice new 
house, and the next spring we were married. But 
neither father nor mother would ever call my wife 
Penelope." — Lucy Ellen Guernsey. 



THE EVE OF ST. AGNES. 

There is much of beauty, grace, and sentiment 
in the beautiful picture from the brush of William 
Holman Hunt, which we reproduce for The Aldine. 
Nearly twenty-five years ago Mr. Hunt began to pamt 
those religious and mystical pictures which have 
since given him such a great reputation in his native 
England, as well as abroad. " The Eve of St. Agnes " 
is one of these. The time is the eve of the 21st of 
January, the day on which St. Agnes is supposed to 
have suffered martyrdom, when the Christians were 
persecuted in the reign of the Emperor Diocletian. 
We are shown the interior of a Roman palace, where 
a beautiful and noble maiden, who has been named 
after the saint, is preparing to celebrate herfSte day. 
As the hour approaches, she goes into mourning, un- 
binding her hair, taking off her jewels, and putting 
them away, while her heart is filled with tender and 
solemn emotions. We are permitted by the artist to 
behold the interior of the Roman maiden's chamber. 
Like all good Catholics, she has a private shrine at 
the head of her bed. There is a reading-desk with 
an open book upon it, and above it we see the stat- 
uette of the Esmeralda-^- the poor little girl who 
owned a learned goat with gilt hoofs and horns, from 
whose cunning tricks she earned a livelihood. Her 
pathetic story has been told in Victor Hugo's story 
of " The Hunchback of Notre Dame." She went 
about the streets of Paris with her goat, which played 
at cards, and otherwise amused the people for money. 
Her beauty attracted the attention of a man who 
wished to marry her, when, to escape him, she fled for 
succor to the hunchback bell-ringer of Notre Dame, 
who had grown deaf ringing the great bells. Being 
pursued, the bell-ringer threw the man from the spire 
to the roof of the cathedral. Afterward, through 
his influence at court, he succeeded in having the 
beautiful Esmeralda imprisoned. The Agnes of the 
picture is standing in front of her toilet glass. She 
has put aside her guitar, has closed her missal, and 
is thinking only of the poor saint whose name she 
bears. She will robe- herself in white on the mor- 
row, mourning thus through the day until evening, 
when she will put on a gay costume of rejoicing. 

St. Agnes's day is one of tht. file days of Rome. 
On that day the Pope passes out of Rome, through 
the Porta Pia, the very gate through which Victor 
Emmanuel entered the city, to the church of Chiesa 
di Sta. Agnese fuori degli inuri, on the Numantian 
Way, which is about two miles from the city. Here 
the Pope listens to mass, while the church is crowded 
with those who honor the day. The church is a very 
old one, and those who enter it have to descend from 
the present level of the highway, since the founda- 
tions of the building rest upon the soil of old Rome. 

St. Agnes embraced Christianity when a mere 
child of twelve or fourteen years of age. Every in- 
fluence was brought to bear to induce her to forsake 
the new religion, but in vain. At last she suffered 
martyrdom by having her beautiful breasts cut out. 
All who have visited the Irish College at Rome will 
remember having seen in the ante-chamber a beauti- 
ful portrait of Agnes, where she is represented hold- 
ing her breasts in a charger. Mr. Hunt loves to pro- 
duce such pictures. He was born in London in 1827, 
and exhibited his first picture in 1846. His early 
works were adopted from poetry and fiction, one of 
which, painted iij 1848, was from Keats's " St. Agnes." 
Some of his best-known pictures are the " Hireling 
Shepherd," " Light of the World," " Awakening Con- 
science," the " Finding of the Saviour in the Temple," 
" London Bridge on the Night of the Marriage of the 
Prince of Wales," "The After-Glow," and "The Fes- 
tival of St. Swithin." We believe Mr. Hunt is now 
residing in Jerusalem. 



ENDEAVOR. 

Lifting the burdens one by one, 

With profit. I would fill the hours, 
Leaving no duty e'er undone. 

Instead, the time I idly pass, 

Or fill the days with work ill done, 
And look on life but through a glass. 

My wasted moments I bewail, ; 

And for perfection of my ways 
I only strive, and striving, fail. 

And yet, perhaps, some angel good, 

. Recording what I will to do, 
Smiles, as for doing what I would. 

— Mayie S. Ladd. 



